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ITALIAN STRIKE SITUATION

As Ttaly is now threatened by new nation-wide strike offensive supported by
‘nearly all labor organizationss
1. The Communist-domin.ted CGIL, the Christian Democfat-driented CISL,
the neo-fascist CISNAL are prepared for a 2l=hour tie up of railways
11 Decenmber,
CGIL has called strike same day of local government employees
and postal and telecomnmunications workers.
CGIL and CISL are pledged to support 2l-hour general industrial
strike 15 December. |
~av=fiheronce-ol-Denseralic -Seei
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CGIL has threatensd second railroad strike 15 December in gonnection

with general industrial strike of same date.

(rebafively mier tmprovcments (o)

Bs Basizm issuéE"EFigﬁage scales and, in case of telecommunications workers,
possible new civil service regulation that would ban future strikess
1. These worker demands stem from the laboring classes' slowly but
steadily worsening economic plight.
2+ Most serious aspect of the sitution is increasingly close joint
action by Communist and non-Communist unions - a tactic not

supported by latter between 1947 and the summer of 1953.

Ce Serious labor trouble in Italy has been building up for some time:
1. Previously on the initiative of the Christian Democratic CcISL,
some 5 million Communist and non-Communist industrial workers
collaborated in a 2l~hour nation-wide general strike on 2l September.

This strike was considered 70 to 90 percent effective, but passed
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2. Another 2h—hour general strike, plamned jointly by Communist and
non-Commnist labor leaders for 20 October, was headed oif only
by the government's putting pressure on the industrialists' organ-

igation to resume bargaining over wage and contract issues.

Ds Possible that new developments may deter strikes, particularly rail:
le Premier Fella met with CISL leader l December and has veportedly
been studying wage problem of industrisl workers.

2. lNevertheless, the industrialists' confederation continues obdurates

Approved For Release 2000/08/29 f | ApinSEne 00020015-7



.. . -

Approved For Release 2000/08/29 : CIA-RDP79R00890A000200020015-7

Human Interest (such as it is) Phelesiemiaber

According to the Italian press, the powerful Communist leader
Luigﬂ Longo, is now urging Communist labor organizers to forsgo one
of their pet pleces of invective in referring to the Christian Demo-
cratic trade unionists ———-the word "Crumiro" or "blackleg". This,
he sald, must now be dropped from the Communist labor vocabulary in the

interest of\\ﬁarking class unity."
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

Titles of Italian lsbor organizations

CGIL -~ Italian General Confederation of Labor (Communist)
CISL, - Italian Confedermtion of Trade Unions (Christian Democratic)
CISNAL - Italian Confederation of National Trade Unions (neo-fascist)

UIL - Italian Labor Union (Democratic Socialist)
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